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temperature of the comparatively low and flat land is so luch above the freezing point, that the ice no sooner descends froi the mountains than it melts away; and it is thus usually prev nted from spreading to any considerable extent over the plains. ] the Antarctic Continent, on the contrary, the mean temperati -e is nowhere so high as the freezing point. The ice, therefore, • hich descends from the hills, unites itself with that which is dep« ited from the atmosphere on the plains; and the whole become; consolidated into one continuous mass, of immense depth, which , ides gradually onward towards the ocean. The portions whic" are protruded out to sea break off, and are floated away as icel: rgs; the remainder being left, presenting to the sea a perpend: ular face which rises, in insurmountable cliffs, to the height of rom 150 to 200 feet above the water, and extends below the wa1 r to the depth of perhaps 1000 feet.
Now, a climate somewhere intermediate between thes extremes appears to be that which would be requisite to forr the shelves in the glens of Lochaber. The climate of Switze and would be too warm to admit of a sufficient horizontal extens: n of the glaciers; that of the Antarctic Continent too cold to allo1 the lakes to remain unfrozen. If the climate of Scotland were *ain to become such that the mean temperature of Glen Spean > >uld be not much above the freezing point, there seems to be rery reason to believe that that glen would again be nearly filled vith an enormous mass of ice; while its upper parts, and also Srlen Roy, would be occupied by lakes, which would once more :>eat upon the ancient and long-deserted beaches,—that the i vers would resume their former channels, flowing out of the lak< by the summit-levels between the glens,—and that the ancient a pect of the country would, in all respects, be again restored.
It will perhaps be objected, that in imagining the ice to ake its way into Glen Roy, we are supposing it to flow up hil A semifluid mass, however, so long as its upper surface slopes c wn-wards, cannot be regarded as flowing up hill, no matter what nay be the form of the bottom on which it rests. If a slightly-inc ned trough or channel have an opening made in one side, at the m Idle of its length, and if a stream of thick mud be kept flowing ii o it by this opening, the mud will not all turn suddenly round bo'\ irds the lower end of the channel, but a portion of it will flow ii the opposite direction, apparently up hill, till its surface com* to